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Minutes of the Plenary Session of the 

Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust 

Education, Remembrance, and Research  

under the chairmanship of the French Delegate,  

His Excellency Ambassador Patrick Amiot 

 

Council of Europe, Strasbourg, Room 13 

Thursday 17 October 2002 

9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 

 
Delegations present: Germany, Argentina, Austria, Croatia, United 

States of America, France, Hungary, Israel, Lithuania, Netherlands, 
Poland, Czech Republic, United Kingdom, Sweden. 

Delegation absent: Italy. 

Also participating: the scientific adviser to the International Task 
Force for Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Re-

search (ITF), Prof. Yehuda Bauer. 

His Excellency Ambassador Francis Lott opened the plenary session by 

thanking the Delegates present for their presence in Strasbourg and 

their participation in the work of the ITF. He informed them of the 

decision of the French government to appoint a career diplomat as 

Delegate for France, Ambassador Patrick Amiot, called to replace Mr. 

Norbert Engel in this post, and by the same token to act as Chair of 
the ITF. He set out the reasons for this decision and introduced Mr. 
Amiot to the Delegations. 

Ambassador Lott indicated that the French Delegation to the second 
plenary session of the ITF for 2002 was the richer for the presence 

at its proceedings of representatives of the Fondation pour la Mé-

moire de la Shoah, chaired by Ms. Simone Veil, former government 

minister and member of the French Constitutional Council. 

He proceeded to transfer the chair of the plenary session to Mr. 

Patrick Amiot, who presented its agenda to the meeting. 
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1 – Admission of Hungary  
 

In accordance with the decision reached at the plenary session of 

the Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust Education, 

Remembrance, and Research (ITF) on 25 June 2002, Hungary has been 
unanimously admitted as an official member of the ITF. 

 

 

2 – Application for membership by Croatia 

Mr. Patrick Amiot, in putting forward Croatia’s application for ad-

mission, stated that the French delegation had received an official 
letter of application signed by Croatia’s Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs, Mr. Tonino Picula, and that it had subsequently travelled to 
Zagreb in order to meet representatives of the Croatian authorities. 

Despite a lack of substantive actions in the area of Holocaust edu-

cation and remembrance, he had been able to observe the determina-

tion of the Croatian authorities to implement genuine projects of 

cooperation with foreign partners, notably in connection with ac-
tivities for the organisation of the Jasenovac Memorial. He invited 

all concerned to take into account the difficult situation prevail-

ing in the Balkans since the end of the Second World War, as well as 

the masking of the Holocaust by recent conflicts and the complexity 

of the related debate. 

 
Ms. Branca Sulc was asked to speak for the Croatian delegation on 

her country’s application for membership of the ITF. Ms. Sulc gave a 
presentation on Croatia’s position in the area of education, re-

search, and remembrance. Firstly, on the legislative front, in 1997, 

Parliament had adopted an initial statute on the restitution of 

looted property, and additional legislation is currently being 

drafted in order to facilitate the preservation of cultural prop-
erty. Secondly, the Jasenovac Memorial, created in 1968, continues 

to be the focus of Holocaust remembrance in Croatia. Programs have 

been designed in order to preserve the historical monuments and to 

set in train the restoration and conservation of archived documents. 

However, numerous documents and artefacts from the camp have not yet 
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been returned and remain outside the country, notably in Serbia and 
Bosnia Herzegovina.  

Furthermore, a decision has been taken to build a Jewish cultural 
centre and a synagogue in Zagreb. 

In addition, at governmental level, Ms. Sulc informed the meeting of 
Croatia’s determination to guarantee human rights and to abide by 

the provisions of the Declaration of the International Forum in 

Stockholm. Considerable work is being done in this area, as also on 

Holocaust education. The ITF should be in a position, if it accepted 

Croatia as a member, to encourage the continuation of such work. 

Mr. Patrick Amiot thanked Ms. Sulc for this information and sug-

gested that delegates express their views on this application. 

Mr. Arthur Berger stated that the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum and the Jasenovac Memorial had been in contact for some con-

siderable time. He added that the efforts made by Croatia had been 

substantial in terms of remembrance and archive research, as well as 
in the area of the restitution of looted property. 

Mr. Frederick Racket indicated that the Dutch delegation took a fa-
vourable view of the possible admission of Croatia as a member of 

the ITF, for the same reasons as Hungary. This was because every 

country associated with the history of the Holocaust should have an 

opportunity to cooperate with the ITF, especially once a country was 

committed to acknowledging its national responsibilities. 

Mr. Jacky Fredj wondered what the perception was of the Holocaust in 

Croatia today and asked the Croatian delegation to provide an over-

view of the current status of research. 

Ms. Natasa Jovicic, a member of the Croatian delegation, stated that 

the views of the vast majority of the general public were positive 

on issues relating to Holocaust education. Residual resistance did 
nevertheless remain and it was precisely the case that this might 

disappear if Croatia undertook a process of education. 

 

Mr. Pierre Saragoussi wondered what approach had been taken to the 



 4 

procedures instituted for the return of looted property and ques-
tioned the Croatian delegation as to the fate of property for which 

no heirs now exist and which cannot therefore be returned to the 

owners. 

Ms. Branca Sulc stated that this procedure was currently in pro-

gress, adding that the Croatian authorities were addressing this is-

sue with care and prudence. 

Mr. Patrick Amiot made clear that all these points had been dis-

cussed with him during his visit to Croatia. He emphasised that 

three years previously Croatia had instituted a new and very proac-

tive policy on these issues, a fact illustrated by the current ap-
plication for membership in the ITF. Substantial efforts did however 

remain to be made, given that Croatia was lagging significantly be-
hind in this area. It could hardly be denied that no Croatian 

schoolbook makes any real reference to the Holocaust, that the 

Jasenovac Memorial attracts very few visitors, and, a further exam-

ple, the day of Holocaust remembrance has been instituted only very 

recently. It is, however, the duty of the Task Force to encourage 
the programs undertaken, notably those connected with the Jasenovac 

Memorial. It is for this reason, considering in addition the encour-

aging intentions expressed by representatives of the Croatian au-

thorities, and subject to the diligence with which they approach the 

building and follow-up over time of projects submitted to the ITF, 

the French delegation expressed its support for the admission of 
Croatia as a member of the ITF. 

Mr. Arthur Berger made it clear that much remained to be done. Nev-
ertheless, it was necessary to encourage this application. 

Mr. Ben Helfgott announced the British delegation’s support for the 

application. 

Mr. Frederick Racké announced that the Dutch delegation supported 

Croatia’s application. The recent history of Croatia should be borne 
in mind, as should the efforts of the government in power to shoul-

der that country’s responsibilities for the past. 
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Ms. Shulamit Imber, a member of the Israeli delegation, added that 
the planning of a genuine process of teacher training had commenced 

in conjunction with Yad Vashem. It must be possible for the ITF to 

support efforts in this direction. 

Mr. Yehuda Bauer proposed that the setting up of a Croatia working 

group should be made official, under the chairmanship of the United 

States or Israel. 

Mr. Randolph Bell, as U.S. Delegate, expressed his approval for this 

proposal. 

Mr. Patrick Amiot therefore suggested that the meeting should hear a 

representative of the Croatia working group, which had assembled un-

officially for the first time during the present session. 

Ms. Jody Manning, a member of the U.S. delegation, indicated that 
the working group had sought to continue the process of reflection 

on the work to be done with regard to Croatia, which essentially in-

volved development of training seminars, collection of statements of 
personal experience from survivors, and definition of a program for 

the day of remembrance in Croatia. It was apparent that in the case 

of certain projects, ITF aid should be considered. 

 

It was therefore resolved unanimously that a Croatia working group 

should be officially formed with the task of coordinating coopera-

tion between Croatia and the ITF. 

The working group is to meet under U.S. chairmanship.  

Members of the French, Israeli, and Argentinean delegations will 

participate. 

3 – Other applications  

Mr. Patrick Amiot took stock of the current status of applications 

for admission to the ITF. 

Firstly, Belgium had expressed its desire to work with the ITF in a 

letter dated 6 September 2002 signed by the Deputy Prime Minister 

and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Belgium, Mr. 
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Louis Michel. Mr. Amiot added, however, that Belgium could not pay 
its contribution before 2004. Similarly, it remained necessary to 

clarify the precise composition of the membership of any Belgian 

delegation. The Belgian authorities had suggested that Mr. José Go-

tovitch, Director of the Centre for Historical Research and Documen-

tation on War and Contemporary Society (SOMA/CEGES) and a historian, 

should be Belgium’s official delegate. However, given both the ne-
cessity for a member country to be represented by an official repre-

sentative of the State and the complexity of Belgium’s federal sys-

tem, it was envisaged that the ITF Chair should visit Belgium in or-

der to clarify the situation.  

Mr. Nimrod Barkan, speaking on behalf of the Israeli delegation, ex-

pressed support for the position of France on this point. 

Mr. Randolph Bell, as U.S. Delegate, shared the opinion that satis-

factory representation of the Belgian government should be ensured. 

Mr. Patrick Amiot then indicated that Latvia had already expressed 

the desire, although not officially as yet, to join the ITF. 

Mr. Jean-Marc Dreyfus added that the Chair would receive a letter of 

application by Latvia in the near future. 

Mr. Ulf Larsson, head of the Swedish delegation, stated that bilat-

eral cooperation was already in place between Sweden and Latvia. 

Latvia had, however, shown itself to be slow in formulating pro-

jects. It was therefore necessary for the French delegation to visit 

Riga in order to strengthen contacts. 

Ms. Shulamit Imber added that Israel had also been in contact with 

Latvia. Twenty-five teachers had travelled to Yad Vashem to attend a 
seminar there. There was therefore real benefit to be gained by en-
couraging an application from Latvia. 

Ms. Jody Manning made clear that the United States Embassy in Riga 
had supported Latvian projects. Coordination in this field therefore 

already existed. 

Mr. Randolph Bell added that on a recent visit to Riga, he had been 
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favourably impressed by the activities in progress with respect to 
Holocaust education, especially regarding museum-related activities 

and advances in academic research. 

4 – Contacts with other countries 

Mr. Jean-Marc Dreyfus informed the delegations of the presence in 

Strasbourg of a Slovakian delegation. Slovakia had not yet made an 

application and did not intend to do so in the coming months for 
budget-related reasons.  

Mr. Patrick Amiot invited the Slovakia working group to present a 
report on its activities. 

Mr. Michael Fabri, speaking on behalf of the Slovakia working group, 
indicated that Slovakia had made substantial efforts in the field of 

Holocaust remembrance and education. He made clear that the inten-
tion of the Slovakian authorities was to develop activities further 

prior to requesting admission to the ITF. Teachers’ seminars, exami-

nation of possible improvements to schoolbooks, and the organization 

of an international conference in Bratislava on the current state of 

progress in academic research were already at the planning stage. 
These enterprises did, however, need greater financial support. 

Ms. Teresa Swieboka, a member of the Polish delegation, added that 
the Prime Minister of Slovakia had attended the inauguration of an 

exhibition organized in conjunction with the Auschwitz Memorial Mu-

seum. An agreement between the Museum and the Slovakian authorities 

was in fact on the point of being signed. 

Mr. Patrick Amiot then described the current status of relations 

with countries possibly interested in working more closely with the 
ITF. Ukraine was among these, although it had not been in official 

contact with the ITF. The same was true of Luxembourg, which had re-

cently expressed an interest in this issue, as had Estonia, where 
the Chair of the ITF would need, sooner or later, to make a visit. 

Mr. Ben Helfgott, a member of the British delegation, added that in 
Ukraine, even given the difficult economic and political situation 



 8 

in which the country found itself, and although efforts had already 
been made in this area, such as the holding of a seminar in Dnie-

popetrovsk organized by the London Jewish Cultural Centre, there is 

evident interest in the activities of the Task Force. Nevertheless, 

the prospects of membership were constrained at present by financial 

considerations, which prevented any proposal to pay an annual con-

tribution to the ITF. According to Mr. Helfgott, every effort needed 
to be made to help this important country, which has a population of 

60 million. 

Mr. Hans Winkler added that lines of contact existed, especially at 

the level of the Prime Minister’s office. 

Ms. Hannah Lessing, a member of the Austrian delegation, presented 

the report of the Ukraine working group. Ukraine is one of the coun-
tries of Eastern Europe in greatest need of aid and cooperation from 

organisations such as the ITF. There were major needs in terms of 

information, teaching materials, and funding. Action was beginning 

to be taken and should be supported, such as the teachers’ seminar 

in Dniepropetrovsk organised by the London Jewish Cultural Centre. 
Furthermore, Austria had been in contact with the government of 

Ukraine, and the Austrian National Fund would support activities in 

the field of Holocaust education and remembrance. 

Mr. Yehuda Bauer encouraged the Chair to pursue such contacts, which 

he considered important. 

5 – Flooding in the Czech Republic 

Mr. Jan Munk and Ms. Helena Dluhosova, representatives of the Czech 

Republic, described the impact of the floods in Terezin and provided 
an overview of the damage caused. The water level had reached 3.5m 
in the crematorium. In the Prague synagogue, the wall on which the 

names of the 80,000 names of deported Jews are engraved has been se-

riously damaged. Damage caused to parts of the museum has led to the 

closure of most of the permanent exhibitions. Some historical re-

cords have also been damaged, most notably the lists of Czech Jews 

taken to Terezin. The library has suffered considerably: the books 
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are frozen at the present time and their condition is deteriorating. 
Many staff members are now homeless and the rooms in the teaching 

centre are being used to house them. This means that all educational 

activities in the museum have been suspended. 

Mr. Ulf Larsson reported to the meeting on discussions in the finan-

cial committee, indicating that the latter would be in favour of an 

ITF grant of USD 20,000. He requested that a detailed project pro-

posal be submitted to the Chair for this funding to be allocated in 

accordance with usual procedures. 

Conversely, the committee had not as yet decided to approve the 

award of USD 5,000 to enable an expert from the Memorials working 
group to be sent out. 

Mr. Randolph Bell expressed the view that such a proposal should be 
supported. 

Mr. Nimrod Barkan made clear that such funding must be supported by 

a detailed proposal. 

The proposal for the award of a grant of USD 20,000 for restoration 

work on the Terezin memorial was adopted unanimously in principle. A 

project proposal must be submitted to the Chair. 

Mr. Stephen Smith, as British Delegate, indicated that while the USD 
20,000 are absolutely necessary to fund repairs, it was no less 

relevant to send out an expert from the Memorials working group in 

order to assess what was needed. Given the importance of the Terezin 

memorial, ITF members would have to consider the possibility of 

calling on the services of other bodies for this enterprise. 

Mr. Patrick Amiot proposed that the need to send out such an expert 
should be looked at by those requesting it through usual ITF chan-

nels. 

7 – Reports from the working groups 

w Hungary 
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w Romania  

w Lithuania 

w Czech Republic 

w Argentina 

w Ukraine 

w Croatia 

w Slovakia 

w Latvia 

 

w Information 
w Academic 

w Fund 

w Memorials 

w Education 

8 – The future and operation of the ITF 

Mr. Patrick Amiot considered that it was time for the ITF, having 

now been in existence for more than two years, to look at the manner 

in which it performs its assigned tasks, at the conditions under 

which it conducts its business, and at the adjustments to its func-
tioning that may be entailed by the ongoing expansion of its member-

ship. The aim was not to initiate or resume a debate on the goal de-

fined for the ITF in Stockholm, which is to promote Holocaust remem-
brance, education, and research. The wisdom and consensus surround-

ing this objective dictate adherence to it. Nevertheless, with re-

gard to the order of priority of the actions to be undertaken, the 

operational procedures of the Task Force, and especially its inter-
nal organisation, some thought in this area could now be seen to be 

required, in direct liaison with the NGOs [nongovernmental organiza-

tions] concerned, it being understood that the twin principles un-

derpinning its functioning—these being flexibility in working meth-

ods and consensual decision-making—must not be compromised. 

In order to pursue consideration of these issues, Mr. Amiot proposed 

that a working group should be set up, under the leadership of the 

Chair, in order to undertake broadly based consultation with the 
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delegations. He indicated that such a working group could, among 
other things, examine the possibility of creating, subject to cer-

tain conditions and at the lowest possible cost, a permanent secre-

tariat whose task would be to provide a streamlined organisation for 

coordination, contact, and follow-up for all ITF delegations. 

Mr. Randolph Bell emphasised the importance he attached to the ITF’s 

continued fidelity to the goals originally defined for it. On condi-

tion that such continuity could be assured, he expressed the agree-

ment of the U.S. delegation to the creation of a working group on 
the future of the ITF and the subsequent formation of a permanent 

secretariat if the conclusions of the working group were in favour 

of this. 

Mr. Nimrod Barkan supported the idea for the creation of a permanent 
body on the basis of a report submitted by the working group. 

Mr. Frederik Racké, a member of the Dutch delegation, reminded the 

meeting that the concept of a permanent secretariat had already been 

raised at the meeting in The Hague, and that at that time the idea 

was to set up a general secretariat within the Council of Europe. He 

was pleased to see this proposal from the Chair and expressed the 

wish that the Netherlands should be associated with the process of 
reflection in the proposed working group, whose setting up he ap-

proved. 

Mr. Francis Lott, a member of the French delegation, explained that 

it was certainly not France’s intention that such a body should be 

based in the Council of Europe. The working group could suggest a 

formula aimed at complete adherence to ITF goals. NGOs such as Yad 
Vashem, the Centre de Documentation Juive Contemporaine (CDJC), and 

the Washington Memorial must be represented on it in order to 

strengthen further the already high level of association between  
national governments and NGOs within the ITF. The new working group 

could arrive at a proposal of this kind by the end of the year. 

Mr. Ronaldas Racinskas, representing Lithuania, approved this pro-

posal and expressed the wish that Lithuania should contribute to the 

process of reflection. 

Comment: It would be helpful to spell 
out what these initials stand for in brack-
ets after the acronym. 
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Mr. Ulf Larsson added that given the rapid expansion of its member-
ship, the ITF could not maintain its current organisational struc-

ture indefinitely. Reflection on ways and means was therefore very 

welcome, although the closest possible attention would need to be 

paid to the financial consequences. Sweden, as founding member, ex-

pressed the desire that it should contribute to the work to be un-

dertaken. 

Ms. Ann Sheriff, speaking on behalf of the British delegation, made 

clear the interest of the United Kingdom in this exercise, which she 
judged to be fully justified and in which her country hoped to take 

part. 

Ms. Hannah Lessing approved the proposals from the Chair, and hoped 

that Austria would be able to participate in the proceedings of the 
working group, notably through the Austrian National Fund. 

Mr. Randolph Bell drew delegates’ attention to the fact that too 

large a working group would compromise the quality and speed of the 

discussions to be conducted. While approving the setting up of such 

a group, at the initiative of the Chair, he nevertheless recommended 

that it and the delegations should use e-mail as far as possible 

during the initial consultations. 

Mr. Avner Shalev, as Israeli Delegate, noting the rapid growth of 

the Task Force, indicated that it was necessary as of now to define 
member countries’ obligations and expectations for the future. This 

concern was formally acknowledged, the Chair and Ambassador Lott 

considering it to be highly appropriate. 

Mr. Jacky Fredj, a member of the French delegation, shared this 
view, adding that it was necessary to be able to assess and measure 

the commitment of the various members in the ITF. He also emphasised 

strongly that the Task Force, as it changed and expanded, must take 

care to avoid any deviation from its fundamental mission. 

Mr. Yehuda Bauer indicated that the success of the Task Force was 

due in large measure to its informal and flexible organisation, the 

fact that it was not burdened with bureaucracy, and the rule, con-
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stantly followed since the very beginning, that all decisions should 
be reached consensually. It appeared to him to be wise to look now 

to the setting up of a permanent secretariat, but it remained neces-

sary in his view to retain the core of the current system, and espe-

cially the principle of the rotating Chair. He approved the forma-

tion of a working group dedicated to consideration of the ITF’s 

functioning, which was absolutely in line with the latter’s tried 
and tested working methods. He suggested that the Chair produce a 

preliminary project proposal to serve as a basis for the studies of 

the working group. 

Mr. Nimrod Barkan also proposed that an initial version of the pro-

ject should be defined at the appropriate time by the Chair and then 

submitted to the delegations by e-mail. 

Mr. Feliks Tych, a member of the Polish delegation, emphasised the 

need to ensure wide-ranging participation of NGOs in the debate to 

be conducted, given their very considerable knowledge of what is 

currently being done in the field of Holocaust education. 

 

It was resolved that a working group would be formed with the task 

of making proposals on the activities entailed for the ITF by the 

goal assigned to it in Stockholm, and on the manner of its organisa-

tion and operation. The Chair will take care to ensure that the pro-
ceedings of the working group are accompanied by a process of broad 

consultation within the ITF and with concerned NGOs. At the appro-

priate time, it will convene the working group, whose membership it 

will determine. The recommendations made by the Group will be noti-
fied to all delegations before being given final consideration in 

the ITF’s plenary session to be held in Washington (12-14 May 2003). 

9 – Future Chairs 

In the absence of the Italian delegation, which had submitted, at 

the plenary session on 25 June 2002, its application to act as Chair 

of the Task Force, it was decided that consideration of this point 

should be postponed to a later date. 
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Mr. Randolph Bell proposed that the first plenary session of the 
Task Force under the U.S. Chair should be held on 12–14 May 2003 in 

Washington. This suggestion was agreed by the delegations. 

10 – Current status of projects financed by the ITF and priorities 

to be defined 

Mr. Karel Fracapane reported on the current status of projects since 

France had taken over the Chair. First and foremost, it was evident 
that there had been a very major increase in the number of proposals 

made during 2002. Nineteen project proposals had been submitted to 

date. At the time of the session, seven had been allocated funding, 

and the other projects were still being considered in the working 

groups. The vast majority of projects had been submitted to the Edu-

cation working group, which had received ten projects over the pre-
ceding three months. 

Given the mean cost of these projects, approximately USD 11,000, and 

the financial surplus existing in the ITF Fund, it was still possi-
ble to finance numerous initiatives before France relinquished the 

Chair: more than 30 or so. If the expansion of the Task Force and 

the numerous contacts with the Chair were also taken into account, 

it was possible to look forward to an increase in the already fairly 

sustained level of ITF activity.  

It was also important to point out that the assessment of certain 

projects is still in abeyance due to their problematic nature. 

It could therefore be seen to even more imperative to arrive at a 

clear definition of the nature of the projects the ITF wished to 

support, and to make a qualitative selection among the projects sub-
mitted to it. There is a specific issue as to whether the Task Force 
should act to fund documentary films, fiction films, and museum ex-

hibition projects. 

Mr. Bill Shulman, a member of the U.S. delegation and chair of the 

Education working group, observed that his group had as its sole 

task the making of recommendations on projects linked to the train-

ing of teachers. It was therefore difficult for the group to give 
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opinions on projects, which differed from this, especially where as-
sessment of the pedagogical impact was problematic given the absence 

of any possibility of evaluating their precise content. 

Mr. Bill Shulman added that the rise in numbers of proposals submit-

ted to the group required greater involvement in its work on the 

part of the ITF delegations. Each delegation should appoint two ex-

perts to the Education group in order to enable it to cope with the 

extra workload. 

Mr. Yehuda Bauer added that education also requires use of cinemato-

graphic media. The ITF could certainly not neglect the funding of 

motion pictures. It could nevertheless be seen to be important to 
assess their historical content before evaluating their educational 

quality and impact. For this reason, in the specific case of docu-
mentaries, it was possible to bring in an expert from the Academic 

working group who would make an initial recommendation before the 

project was laid before the Education working group. 

With respect to museums, it would appear that there was no need for 

the ITF to intervene in a field where many other funding sources al-

ready exist. 

Mr. Michael Fabri, as German Delegate, expressed the view that the 

ITF should exclude no project on principle, even in the cinemato-

graphic domain. 

Mr. Pierre Saragoussi, a member of the French delegation, added that 

it was necessary to facilitate the production, dissemination, and 
subtitling of motion pictures, a medium accessible to a wide audi-

ence. 

Ms. Hannah Lessing indicated that the Task Force must be able to 
contribute, even if only in small amounts, to film production. Other 

institutions, such as the Austrian National Fund, could supplement 

such aid at higher levels of funding. 

 

Comment: Please check which spelling 
of his name is correct. 
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It was resolved that with regard to documentary films, an expert 

evaluation would be made by the Academic Working Group before any 

project was laid before the Education Working Group.  

Further, a decision was reached to refrain from financing museum and 

memorial projects. 

11 – Other business 

Mr. Pierre Saragoussi gave a presentation on the Fondation pour la 

mémoire de la Shoah, which had recently joined the French delega-

tion. 

Mr. Yehuda Bauer emphasised the importance for such bodies of work-

ing in networks with their ITF partners, insofar as their activities 
could help strengthen the work being done. 

Mr. Arthur Berger added that it was imperative at the present time 
that the member countries of the Task Force should be able to access 
the International Tracing Service database, currently the biggest 

devoted to the Holocaust. He had provided a draft of a letter to be 

sent to Bad Arolsen with the signature of the ITF Chair. 

There being no further business on the agenda, the Chair thanked 

those attending the plenary session and the interpreters and de-

clared the meeting to be at an end. 

Comment: Previously spelled Sarra-
goussi (with two r’s). Please confirm 
correct spelling. 


